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Very Rev. Philip Rambachen

| ssac Thomas

Itwasin 1988that | camein contact with Rambachen in Hyderabad, afew
months before me and wife had the life changing experience of losing our
only son. Looking back | think that it was God's way to bring solace to us
that He brought Rambachen into our lifewho has since been anintegral part
of ourlife.

He brought us into contact with Balagram in Yacharam which played a
large partin aleviating our sorrow and loss. Thenon | could play apartinall
his projects.

Heisagreat motivator. He knew that acommon man can not belike him
and accepted their weaknesses and concentrated only on their plus paints.
May be this was the reason why he could motivate every body like me who
camein contact with him.

He never pushed you to do anything but made you give your best to
task he put you into. The proof of this was the Eye Hospital in Yacharam.
When Balagram decided to set up the hospital in 2000 he entrusted me and
Mr. Kurian Mathew, both Engineers, with thework of setting up the hospital.
We had to interact with the technical advisor for the project, LV Prasad Eye
Ingtitute and the major donor, Operation Eyesight Universal, Canada, both
established names in the eye care field. It was a daunting task for us, two
engineers, and | think it was only Rambachen’strust in usthat pushed usin
our work and made the project a success. At Rambachen’s request | con-
tinue to be associated with the eye hospital. Rambachen also motivated my
wifeto take up the computerization of the donation list for Balagram which
she hasbeen doing for the past over 15 years. She also designed for Balagram
their first website.

| would call himthe"great Builder” for the Orthodox Church. The Yacharam
project, Badikagramin Pune, BaagraminItarsi, Kaahandi Devel opment Project
in Orissa, Daya Bhavan in Tumkur and the houses he built for the cyclone
affected in Andhra Pradesh and Orissaand the earth quake affected in Gujarat
aresome of the great testimoniesfor this. He had great practical wisdom and
no engineer or contractor could get better of him.

Heisatraveler. We used to joke with him that he can get sleep only ona
rocking cot since he is accustomed to sleeping in second class berths.

He has great respect for our church and its traditions and upheld it al-
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ways. He aso never cut off from those who moved away from our church
and found solace in other churches. His view was that this is much better
than their becoming non believers.

He is a poor man’s man and list of people he helped is endless. The
interesting fact isthat most of thosewho madeit inlifelater on never forgot
him and continued to support him in hiswork.

Heisasimple man in habits. My wife, an engineer, had no problem to
cook for him since he would eat whatever she could manage. | have heard
from others that when he came to Hyderabad to start the work at Yacharam
he asked for afew chairs and atable and few card board boxes and not for a
cot. He used to spread out the cardboard boxes on the floor and sleep on
them to save the money needed for a cot.

Even in hisripe old age of 77 he continuesto put in alot of travel and
work. Reacently hevisited Andamans. He has plansto go to Africaalso. He
always used to tell me that for a person who is ready to work there is no
dearth for work. It is a matter of regret that we are not giving him the due
respect he deserves and this, | think, is pushing him to continue to work the
way he works now.

A little story to end. When he was in Hyderabad he had to undergo an
emergency surgery for hernia. | waswith him. After the surgery he gave me
the money he had and told meto settlethebill evenif it exceeded the amount
he gave, promising to return what | will pay. My calculations showed that
the bill would be much higher than the amount he gave me and went ready
with the money to pay thebill. But the bill turned out to belessthan what he
gave me allowing him to buy chocolates for the staff who attended on him.
How did the hospital know the amount he had? It is still amystery to me.

(Issac Thomas, a 64 year old engineer who retired from a Hyderabad
based company as its Executive Director. He till continues his marketing
consultancy work for Swiss and Austrian companies. His wife is also an
engineer who actively worksfor Balagram)



V. Rev. K. I. Philip Ramban and
Lord’ s mercies

Nagesh

Praise to Lord and praise to Divine Abode Balagram. Praise to
the services of Rev. K. I. Philip Ramban.

| cannot imagine my life without balagram. | was newly born and
I got new lifewith the helping hand of balagram. Itislikealap of God
to me. | spent my early life securely in the lap of balagram.

Itisadivine hand which gave megolden lifethat | could not have
gaind from my poor parents. It isgiving light to many destitutes that
are like me. Thisisonly possible by the strenuous services given to
balagram by our Rambanachen pappa. | am very thankful and in-
debted to Rambanachen pappa for my new life. He strives day and
night for the sake of giving great future to poor people likeme. Itis
my sincere duty to offer some money from my income to balagram
charity foundation. | am pursuing thisas sacred duty in my life. | wish
that balagram would shine many poor liveswith itsdivinelight. God
has chosen Rambanachen pappa for the great cause that to light the
lives of many peoplelike me.
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A gentleand kind Person

Sara Pothen Philip

My family and myself are very happy to know that the Very Rev. Philip
Ramban is celebrating his 50 yearsin the priesthood.

| recall that | first heard of Rambachen (Philip Achen at that time) many
yearsago, when hewasrunning Bal Bhavan near Karukachal isvery near to
our family homein Mallapally. This project was one of the projectsof the St.
Paul’s mission, which was initiated and founded by Mar Osthathios
Thirumeni. The St. Paul’s mission with it's many projects was one of
Thirumeni’svision and mission.

Thirumeni was very lucky to have people like Rambachen to fulfill his
vision, in setting up projectsin AndhraPradesh, Dehu Road, and Kalahandi,
and several other places, hel ping the poor, and needy, and giving solace and
aplaceto live and learn for those who needed it.

Balikagram, in Dehu Road, where girl children of those parents afflicted
by leprosy was started by Rambachen. The generous donations by our
Church members from Pune and Mumbai to set up the Ashram, by donation
of the land, and the money to set up the buildings, helped to execute the
project but it was the vision and hard work of Rambachen to ensure the
success of the same. It was with this project that | was invited to join the
committee.

Whenever Rambachen calls, itisassurances of hisremembering my fam-
ily and myself in his prayersthat gives me great solace. Heis such agentle
and kind person.

The Balikagram brings me to remember a story narrated by the sister in
charge, of instances when they are worried about the rations for the next
meal for the children, that somebody or the other always comesto rescue, be
it someone’s death anniversary or birthday celebrations, people from all
faiths contribute which is surely ablessing from God.

The children of the Balikagram are taught in the school, again set up by
Rambachen in the Ashram complex, and one of the children is doing her
B.Sc. nursing.

Rambachen has done great service with his gentle persuasion and his
smile, toraise fundsfor hisvarious projects. May God give him many years
of healthy lifeto carry on hismission with hisever smiling face and to fulfill
the St. Paul’s mission to serve the needy people al over India.



Very. Rev. K. I. Philip Ramban:
A tribute

Alexander Cherian

(Alexander Cherian son of Late Mr. P. C. Cherian Assariath remniscises.
Mr. P. C. Cherian was a friend from Rambachen’s Seminary days)

Very Rev. K. I. Philip'sisatough act to follow. Man of cloth, Visionary,
L eader, and professional Manager he has few peers. | met him for the first
timeonthe 17" of March 1962. My father thelate Mr. P. C. Cherian Assariath
and the Young Deacon were good friends. Their story is well documented.
Sufficeto say that our relationship is one great legacy my late father left us
with. | remember the newly ordained young priest conducting the Passion
week services in a make shift venue for the Dalli Rajhara Congregation in
May 1962. My mother’s observation on the young priest, that “He speaks
with authority” remains etched in memory. That was a great transfiguration
for thediffident Seminarian | had met afew months back.

2. HisFirst Assignment as Parish Priest was for Bhilai (Circa1963); his
task to construct the church. Before setting out for Bhilai the young priest
wasto meet Kallacheril ValiyaBava, H. H. Basdlios Geevarghese the Second.
The Grand Old Patriarch had the habit of being quizzical. On Being intro-
duced by Rev. Fr. M. V. George (L ate Geevarghese Mar Osthathios) as the
young priest to be sent to Bhilai to construct the church, Valiya Bava put
Rev. K. I. Philip a question, “to whom does the Church belong” and the
young priest replied “to God.” His holiness was pleased with the reply and
responded “You have rightly answered. Church belongs to God, but the
Mappilais squabble in His house.”

3. Bhilai the steel city brought out the steel in the young priest. On his
landing in Bhilai Philipachen was being taken to his place of stay riding
pillion on abicycle. The cyclist told the pillion rider in admonishing tones
“Becoming Parish Priest and all isfine. But the Church hasto befinished in
six months.” Philipachen had no hesitancy in reminding the man, that Church
is built by God and setting tasks is not his Business. Word spread around
that Kochachen isnot to betriffled with. Bhilai parish ‘ Pothuyogams’ were
tricky. Well intentioned enthusiasm used to release akind of fervent energy
in ‘Pothuyogam’ which was not always conducive in the running of the
church. Philipachen used to conduct * Pothuyogams' firmly and fairly. Many
members had the illusion that ‘Kochachen’ can be controlled; they were
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soon cured of such delusions. He transformed that molten crowd into a
vibrant parish. Bhilai was difficult. The climatewas harsh and facilitieswere
minimum. A bicyclewasaluxury. And theyoung priest used to deem apillion
rideonabicycleasaprivilege. Cement andironically even steel wasin short
supply. It was control, quotaand license raj. But Philipachen managed. The
whole Bhilai Mission and all the edifice we see today is built on the strong
foundations laid by Philip Rembachen (Rev. Fr. K. I. Philip), Late H. G.
Stephanos Mar Theodosious (Punnoose Achen), Vattakunnel Valiya Bava
(H. G. Mathews Mar Athanasius) and ateam of laity; of the latter Mr. K. C.
Abraham and Late Mr. T. V. Mathew (Bennychayan Grandson of Late Mr.
Thukalan AviraPaulo, SamudayaTrustee of Patriarch Faction and first Plain-
tiff in Samudaya Case 1957) stand out for special mention. My father Late
Mr. P. C. Cherian Assariath al'so had arole.

4. On successful completion of histask in Bhilai, Philipachen returned to
Puthuppadi. Compared to Post 1977, the period 1965-1977 marksalull in his
life. He played amajor role along with Late Osthathios Thirumeni and Late
Thomas Rembachen in consolidating Puthuppadi Mission (St. Paul’s
Balabhavan and sister institutions) as also set up MGD Balabhavan,
Karunagiri, Panayambala (near Mallappally). Those days prepared him for
greater tasks. Often his experienceswere humiliating. A newly admitted boy
had been suffering from dysentry and was taken to the Hospital. In the
hospital the boy waswaiting and felt hungry and he cried out to Philipachen
for ‘pachapoola (Raw casava). Thewaiting crowd got the distinct impres-
sion that these boysarefed with ‘ pachapoola and are being exploited. That
event was one of many similar ones but were by and large exceptions. The
young priest was'‘ Kochupappa' with the L ate Thomas Rembachen as'* Pappa
to theinmates. It was common sight to see Philippachen giving arough bath
to the newly joined inmates for whom hygiene was anathema. Those were
pre gulf boom days. Our members were largely poor or lower rung middie
class. Both Thomas Achen (the late Very. Rev. Thomas Remban) and
Philipachen had to tour parishes in the vicinity and beyond to make ends
meet. Andthey literally had to labour in thefields. Over aperiod Puthuppadi
Ashram land yielded results and the Ashram became self sufficient. It wasto
become a power house that could spare men and money for ventures over
and beyond. Theyears 1965 to 1977 consolidated the movement and yiel ded
a crop of men ready to take on higher assignments. But historically the
period marked alull in Philipachen’s career. After thelull camethe storm.

5. The cyclonethat savaged the Coromandel coasts of Indiasaw Rev. Fr.
K. 1. Philip catapaulted into the national scene. Mission Board of the Church
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sent Philipachen to Machilipatanam (Andhra Pradesh) as Project Officer for
cyclone Relief work. The project was a success, completed in record time
and was applauded by Andhra Government as the Best reconstructed vil-
lage. The Government of A. P. lauded Rev. Fr. K. I. Philip and conferred him
withlaurels. Fromthesavingsof Cyclone Relief Fund St. GregoriousBaagram
Yacharam (for the healthy male Children of L eprosy patients) waslaunched.
That wasin 1985. And in the last 27 years, Rambachen has established 11
institutions. They are &t. George's Balika Gram Pune for the healthy female
children of Leprosy Patients, &. George's School, Pune, St. Paul’sBalagram
at Itarsi, Kalahandi Development Projects (Orissa), Daya Bhavan, Tumkur
(Karnataka) for the AIDS patients and their children, NAMS Sneha Sadanin
Banglorefor AIDS patientsand children, Trinity School in Tumkur, St. Paul’s
Ashram in Kottayam, St. Gregorious Eye Hospital in Balagram, Yacharam,
Pratyusha Bhavan (old age home) in Yacharam, Old Age home Puthuppadi
(Cdlicut, Kerala) and Old age home (Bangal ore). Besides Rambachen served
project officer for Earth quake Rdlief work in Gujarat and Cyclone Rdlief work
in Orissa. For the last mentioned, Rambachen received Awards from the
government of Orissa. That isatally of 11 institutions and 3 Rehabiliation
and reconstruction projectsin 27 years. And in Circa 2012 Rembachen has
launched an eye hospital project in Anadamans and is all set for a South
African Mission. Rembachen remains young and vibrant at 78 years.

6. Rembachenisagreat visionary. In 1963 on visiting Bhilai he had told
my father that Bhilai isto beaMajor Church of Orthodox Church with sister
parishes in the mines township of Nandini and Dallirgjhara. My father’s
responsewasthat it was* wistful thinking'; history proved Rembachen right.
When Yacharam village 50 kms away from Hyderabad was chosen asthe site
for St. Gregorios Balagram, it was deemed to be a rather foolish decision.
Today itisan OASISinthedry belt of Deccan. ‘ My lordissufficient for me’
was his oft repeated response to his detractors.

7. Rembachen isan ideal priest. Despite his busy schedule, Rembachen
alwaysfindstime and spacefor ‘yama prarthanas’ and ‘ namaskarams.” His
prophetic voice is derived from his constant communion with his Lord and
Master. Everything for him beginswith and isfulfilled by prayer. Instance of
Sick being healed, Career advancements made jobsreceived, financial prob-
lems overcome, children born unto them barren, nature's fury averted, the
frustrated and dej ected bouncing back to joy and freedom and the oppressed
receiving relief and justice abound. | have received Grace through hisprayers
and bear witness.

8. Rembachen rightly belives that what we are doing for the poor is not
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charity but our duty to share with God’s children. It is this attitude that has
enabled inmates of our Homes for Children to become Engineers, Doctors,
Pharmacists, College Professors, Managers and information Technology
professionals. Rembachen does not set limits for the aspirations of his chil-
dren. He goads them to strive for excellence and greater heights.

9. Excellenceisthe key word. Yacharam Eye hospital isacasein point.
Sinceitsinception in 2001 the hospital has conducted 6000 catract removal
surgeries and failures are below a percent. L. V. Prasad Eye Hospital has
recognised Yacharam eye hospital as an outreach centre. Coming from a
premium national institutionthat is* recognition.’

10. Rembachen is an excellent Manager. None of St. Paul’s fathers are
trained managers nor are the volunteers. But the accounts are upto date and
reportsarereceived intime. Every centreisableto mobilisehighly qualified
professionalsfor support. And Rembachen manages by ‘walking about.” At
the age of 78 Rembachen travels from Kalahandi in the east (Now it is
Andamans in the East) into Pune in the West. Mavelikara in the south to
Itarsi in the North once in a month, apart from overseas centres say Kula
Lumpur to the United States. Soon there will be landing spaces in South
Africa

11. Rembachen has a unique project Management principle, avery un-
conventional and a contrarian one at that. All Project Managers begin with
sources of funds or funds available, to decide the size of the project.
Rembachen starts from the opposite end of the spectrum. He beginswith the
size of the project, the required funds and then considers the sources. He
has tremendous faith in Him, his Lord and Master as regards the sources of
funds.

12. 1t would be an injustice to History if an event in hislifeis not men-
tioned. Inthe 1982 Ma ankaraAssociation (or wasit 1983) Rembachen (then
Rev. K. I. Philip) had received the highest number of nominations as an
Episcopal candidate. The powers that be, went into huddle and came out
witha'norms committee.” The normslisted included university graduation.
Thus Rembachen was found (or made) ineligible. That in 1977 Rembachen
had got an opportunity for higher education abroad and that he gave up that
opportunity to serve as Project Officer for the cyclone relief project was
forgotten by the high and the mighty. The decision still rankles me and |
believe that the ‘norms committee’ was anything but normative. It was a
Historical Blunder on the part of the church. Those responsible have ex-
pressed their regretsto Rembachen in private.
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13. Thegreatest Tribute to Rembachen are the happy faces of inmatesin
his homes for children. They do not have the lost looks, the long drawn
facesthat one normally associateswith such ‘homes.” Thechildren arecheer-
ful, contented and happy. They walk around with confidence. The Orthodox
Church isindebted to Rembachen for those happy children.



Serviceto man is Serviceto God

We thank God Almighty for showering his blessings on this institution
which has been climbing up the ladder for past years.

When man struggles hard for material achievements in the world, he
disregardsthe deprived and the downtrodden. It isunder such circumstances
that St. George Balikagram and other institutions like this become a silver
lining for those girls who are deprived and discarded.

Thedriving force behind the progress of thisinstitution next to God was
late‘ Sabharatnam’ H. G. Dr. Geevarghese Mar Osthathios Metropolitan. We
always remember the dedicated service of our dearest and loving Pappa (Fr.
K. . Philip). ‘PAPPA’ is an Hindi word which means father or Dad of this
institution disregarding his physical aliments and old age deserve special
mentioning.

Wethegirl children of different castesand religion from various statesin
Indiahave been united together by the hel ping hand of our Pappa(Very Rev.
K. 1. Philip Remban). Heisthe soledirector of St. George Balikagram. When
we look back we consider it asagreat call of the Lord, through his faithful
servant, Very Rev. K. |. Philip Remban who is heading the organi sation and
leading the young generation with comitment, clarity of mind and purity of
thought. Since 1995 he is leading this institution. Many a time Pappa was
admitted in Hospitals. Our prayer hasmade himfine.

One of the most pronounced aims of very Rev. K. |. Philip Remban is
service. The coming years will definitely call for more global and dynamic
social service projects. Rather just earning profit and getting involved indi-
rectly for greater cause.

Asthechildrenwing of St. George Balikagram our vision should include
the existence of aflourishinginstitution. In case many of ushavenot realised
the dream which we have about the organisation is also the future of our
institution. Hence, we have the responsibility as awhole ready to meet the
challenges of tomorrow.

Pappa is a very good example for the young generations. | have been
called by Godto be* holy asHeisholy.” | cannot treat thisso lightly. My life
should bein a continous process of change and | should be totally commit-
ted to the christian way of life.

S. GeorgeBalikagram students
Pune Dehu Road



Very Rev. K. |. Philip Ramban:
The 21% Century Fr. Damein

Prof. Dr. C.J. Samud

On 26" June 2012 Very Rev. K. |. Philip Ramban will have completed 50
years of his priesthood. My acquaintance with Rambachen is only 20 years
old. Onthisoccasion | would liketo reflect on my memory about thissaintly
priest.

On a Sunday morning in 1992 (I can’t relate to the month), | vividly
remember having seen a saffron-clad, frail and bi-spectacled priest in his
mid-fifties, in St. Thomas Orthodox Church at Khadki, Pune. After the Holy
Qurbana Vicar of the Parish Church introduced this priest as Rev. Fr. K. 1.
Philip amember of St. Paul’sMission at Puthupadi, North Kerala. Vicar gave
abrief account of the activitiesof Rev. Fr. K. I. Philip. During my college days
| was deeply moved by the oratory and the scholastic expositions of two
Deacons who would go together to places as convention speakers and as
Preachersto Parish Churches. They wereDn. M. V. George (later His Grace
Geevarghese Mar Osthathios) and Dn. T. J. Joshua (later Rev. Fr. T. J. Joshu@).
During thosedaysDn. M. V. Georgeinvariably spoke about Poverty, squal or
and epidemies prevalent in Malabar and urged the audience in Parish
Churches and in convention centres to help those God forsaken people of
Malabar. Naturally when Rev. Fr. K. |. Philip wasintroduced asamember of
Puthupadi Ashram, my curiosity knew no bounds to know more about the
activities of Puthupadi Ashram, started by Dn. M. V. George, Dn. P. M. Tho-
masand Mr. K. I. Philip.

From my first acquaintance with Rev. Fr. K. |. Philip on that fateful day
1992 until thisday | have the same reverence for Rev. Fr. K. I. Philip (Later
Very Rev. K. |. Philip Ramban).

Two weeksago Very Rev. K. |. Philip Ramban called meto say that heis
on his way to Andamans to make a feasibility survey about an orphanage
project being set up there. His invitation to me to visit Andamans after the
project is executed did not surprise me. He had invited me to Yacharam and
Puthuppadi earlier and | had been his guest at both the places. In the cource
of his conversation he mentioned to me that on June 26th 2012 he would
complete 50 years of his priesthood. What isthe grand program on thisvery
special day | asked. His reply was very simple. He told me there will be a
memorial service on that day in his home Parish at Vayalathala when the
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chief celebrant will bethe only living spiritual guru Rev. Fr. T. J. Joshua. He
extended hisinvitation to meto be present for the memorial service. Will | be
able to visit Vayaathala on that day? | am not sure. It is at this juncture |
thought to pen down my reflections about my association with Rambachen.

In1992 when | first met Rev. Fr. K. I. Philip my thoughtswent past to the
Vicar of Waikfield, anovel by Oliver Gold smith an 18th century novel pub-
lished in 1766. This character, the Vicar, used to donate the 34 that his job
paid annually to local orphans and war veterans inspite of the fact that he
had to fend alarge family, and lived an austere life. When | heard what Rev.
Fr. K. I. Philip does, | found similarity with thewaysRev. Fr. K. I. Philip does
andtheVicar of Waikfield didin hisdays, the only differencewasthat Rev Fr.
K. 1. Philip has not been aVicar but awandering Priest founding orphanages
and old age homes. Hisgown ismade of cheap khadi which becamethin and
transparent due to constant wash, wear and tear. He would use a pair of
plastic chappals and will have a sling bag on his shoulder. Frail he was, but
would greet hisvisitor’ swith smile. On the whole he was humility personi-
fied.

In1993 Rev. Fr. K. I. Philip founded St. George Balikagram at Dehu Road
about 30 Km. away from Pune. This Balikagram was founded for rehabilitat-
ing female children of |eprosy patients from Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh
and Karnataka.

At present there are 43 children in the Balikagram. Initially Balikagram
faced social stigmawhen theinmateswereto be admitted in neighbourhood
schoals. This problem was solved by founding St. George English School in
the Balikagram premises. Today St. George English School isfamousfor the
quality education it provides and the strict discipline it maintains and is a
school sought after by parentsfor their wardsfrom far and near. Balikagram
would send deserving inmates for higher education - after they pass out
S.S.C. Examination.

Rev. Fr. K. I. Philip and the . Paul’s Mission had already founded a
Balagram for the healthy mal e children of leprosy patientsat Yacharam about
50 Kmsaway from Hydrabad in 1985 with only five children. ThisBalagram
hastoday 110 inmates. A number of past students have been sent for higher
education in Medicine, Engineering, ParaMedical, Vocational and other ar-
easof education to enablethemtofend for their livesaway from the Balagram.

In 1994 another Balagram was founded for the healthy male children of
leprosy patients at Raisalpur, Ittarsi in Madhya Pradesh. There are 40 chil-
dreninthisrehabilitation home.
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| do not mean that Very. Rev. Fr. Philip Ramban and the &. Paul’sMission
are working to rehabilitate healthy children of Ieprosy patients only. Other
instititionsrun by this saintly Ramban and the . Paul’s Mission, to mention
afew of themany are:-

1) St. Paul’sAshram at Puthuppadi founded in 1958. ThisAshram hasa
BalaBhavan for orphanswith 70 inmates and also has an old age home.

2) St Paul’s Convent and Balikabhavan at Puthuppadi. This institution
came into being in 1977. Rev. Sisters from this convent work in various
institutions in Yacharam, Pune, Banglore etc. Convent also runs a
balikabhavan with 40 orphan girls.

St. Paul’s Ashram, Thiruvathukal, Kottayam, Kaahandi Devel opment
Mission project, Orissa, St. George, Dayabhavan, Bhaktarahalli, Karnataka
are other activities of Very Rev. K. I. Philip Ramban and St. Paul’sAshram.
Thelatest in the pipeline are an orphanage at Andamans and arehabilitation
center in South Africa. As| write thistribute, Rambachan informed me that
he has acquired a2 1/2 acre plot, not far from Port Blair, for the orphanage.

| would like to share with my readers some natural doubts | have. How
didyoung K. I. Philip of Vayalathala plan hisfuture after his matriculation?
Why did henot, like any other Syrian Christian of Central Travancoreinthe
early 1950's, join aCommercial Institute to learn and practice type writing
and shorthand and become a Stenographer in a Government Officein one of
the Metropolitan cities. | should think young K. 1. Philip was swept away by
the powerful oratory and scholastic disposition through the appealing
speechesof Dn. M. V. George (L ater Bishop Mar Osthathios). | am surethat
young K. I. Philip decided to work in the mission with another young person
Dn. P. M. Thomasin . Paul’sBrotherhood started by Dn. M. V. Georgein St.
Paul’s Mission, out of the pioneers, only Very Rev. Philip Rambanisalive.
May God bless him with health and long life to serve the mankind through
St. Paul’s Mission.

My second question is why Very Rev. K. I. Philip Ramban, from the
beginning of his priestly life chose to be a Sevant of God and did not opt to
be associated with church administration. Was he influenced by any human
being like Father Damein of the 19" century or BabaAmte of the 20" century
to devote hislife to rehabilitate the healthy children of leprosy patients.

Answer tomy quest will evade an answer unlessbriefly | consider Father
Damein and BabaAmteinthefollowing lines.
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Father Damein

Father Damein wasborn on January 3¢, 1840 in Belgium, During the 19"
century peoplein Hawaii with leprosy werecalled lepors. Lepersweredropped
off by boat on thefar side of the Kalaupapain the areacalled Kalawao. Boats
would sail to the reef, lepers were thrown overboard with a cage that had
contained them on board the ship and abarrel with their box of possessions
and food. The people on board waited because if any one of the leperstried
to get back on board, the crew would shoot them. Before Father Damein
came to Molokai, the leper colony lived in a place where there were no
resources nor food readily available. The people with leprosy were acting
like animals because they would have to hunt for their food and very often
killed each other for clothing and food. When Father Damein cameto Mol okai
he moved the leper colony to the other side of the cliff to Kalaupapa. Father
Damein moved the leper colony because it was more civilized there at
Kalaupapa, there was calm waters and there was a Hawaiian village with
people who could help the lepers regain their sense of humanity.

Father Damein nursed all theleperson Molokai. He built homes, churches
and coffinsfor them. Father Damein became an important figurein thelep-
rosy colony.

Out of 1100 volunteerswho hel ped the lepers, only Father Damein caught
leprosy. Father Damein caught thisdiseasein 1882 and lived with it for seven
yearsheforedyinginApril 15, 1889.

On June 4, 1995 Pope John Paul 1l beautified Father Damein and was
giventhetitle, Blessed Damein of Molokai.

BabaAmte

BabaAmte (Murlidhar DevidasAmte) December 26, 1914 - February 9,
2008 wasknown particularly for hiswork for the rehabilitation and empower-
ment of poor people suffering from leprosy.

As the eldest son of a wealthy Brahmin landowner Murlidhar had an
idyllic childhood. By thetime he wasfourteen, Babaowned hisown gun and
hunted boar and deer. When he was old enough to drive, Babawas given a
singer sports car with cusions covered with panther skin. But even then,
Amte did not appreciate the restrictions that prevented him from playing
with the ‘lowcaste’ servant’s children.

Trained in law, Amte developed a successful legal practice in Wardha.
Later Amte left hislegal profession and devoted his entire life for the reha-
bilitation and empowerment of poor people suffered from leprosy.
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Baba Amte founded three Ashrams for treatment and rehabilitation of
leprosy patients, disabled people and people from marginalized sections of
the society in Maharashtra.

In those days |eprosy was associated with social stigma and the society
disowned people suffering from leprosy. There was also awide spread mis-
belief that leprosy was contagious.

Anandwan Ashram founded by BabaAmte has over 5000 residents. The
community devel opment project at Anandwan isrecogni zed around theworld.
Besides Anandwan, Amte later founded Somnath and Ashokwan ashrams
for treating leprosy patients.

Hisphilosophy

| sought my soul, my soul | could not see;
| sought my God, my God eluded me;
| sought my brother and found al three.

BabaAmtedied in Anandwan on February 9, 2008 aged 94.

After Father Damein and BabaAmte| found Very Rev. K. |. Philip Ramban
the crusader of the 21% century who striveto rehabilitate the healthy children
of leprosy patients. He has succeeded in his mission. | quote his often
repeated worry “| have alot to do to fulfill my mission but | have very few
workersto assist me.”

Onthisfiftieth year of hispriesthood | wish and pray God Almighty give
Very Rev. Philip Ramban long healthy lifeto fulfill hismissionto rehabilitate
the poor and the down trodden, the children of lepers and the uncared old
who look up to God Almighty. Very Rev. Philip Ramban was not influenced
by Father Damein or BabaAmte. Hefollowed thecall of Jesus- “ Follow me.”



The Good Sheperd
who protects his sheep

Peter Paul (&. Paul’'sBalagram, Itarsi)

| am very happy that our director Very Rev. Fr. K. |. Philip Ramban is
going to complete 50 yearsin hispriesthood. | pray to Lord God Almighty for
his long life in this beautiful world. | use this opportunity to express my
gratitude to my Rambachan Pappa who with his untiring effort and leader-
ship lead the institution to what is today. The forsightedness and the vision
of our president Late Lamanted H. G. Dr. Geevarghese Mar Osthathios was
fulfilled by him.

| amaninmate of &t. Paul’sBalagram, Itarsi. Now | am doing my gradua-
tion with the help of Rambachan Pappa. Heused to visit Balagram 4-5times
ayear. Whenever he comes heretherewill be somegift for us. Sometimeshe
used to bring our favourate Halwa also. He always said to us money is not
important. To servethe poor ishismotto. Hetold me“I don’t keep money in
my hands.” He used to say | have no special message expect; “Love Thy
Brethren As Yourselves.” He always been an inspiration for me in many
ways. While seeing his dedication towards his ministry and love towards
the poor. These things encourage me to become a priest. When | expressed
my wish to him he blessed me and told me to enter into God's Vineyard to
servewith full faith and with full dedicated mind.

Very Rev. Fr. K. I. Philip Rambachan Papaisthemost admirable personin
my life; because of him only weare surviving in thisworld. Without himwe
can’'timagine our lives. For the sake of many like us he sacrificed hisentire
life

Today the Balagram continuesit’sfruitful journey under the blessed and
enthusiastic guidance of Rambachan Pappawith his prayer. Now | humbly
submit my reverence and loveto Rambachan Pappa
by praying for hislong lifewith good health, peace
& happiness.




Very Rev. Philip Rambachan in my life

Shobhan Samue

| became amember of the Balagramin 1987. At that time | wasan Orphan.
By God'sgrace| have studied upto 10th and now | am compl eting my Degree
in distance education.

Rambachan Pappaisthe gresat gift from God to the poor and needy people
in various places of India He came to Andhra Pradesh and stayed at
Machilipatanam when there was flood and cyclone. He hel ped the peoplefor
re-building their homes. After that he decided to start a small institution at
Yacharam for needy boys in 1985. He started his work for the poor but
healthy children of the lepers.

In the meantime he started to render his servicesto the similar activities
at various places for the poor and needy. His regular visits and care hel ped
many ingtitutions in several parts of India. When he turned 60 years old he
donated Stiching Machines for needy people. He was very pains taking
sincere and honest in helping the down trodden and deserving.

Heisaman of prayer and his prayers haveinfluenced my lifealways. He
depended God so that he could compl ete his project works at several places
(ie; eyeHospital, AIDS Centre, Balikagram, Oldage Homes etc.). He never
feelsexhausted in hislife. He has always visited every institution and when
seeing unhealthy people he used to do all possible helpsto them.

| cannot forget him, or his kind words and tender touches which were
instrumental in shaping a good life ideal for my future. In short he was
everything to me. In thisworld he was the only person to love all people.




Very Rev. Rambachan’s
unique personality

Vangure Mahendra Reddy

May introduce myself. | am Vangure Mahendra Reddy born in Giriko-
thapally Village, Madgul Mandal of Mahaboob Nagar Dist. | wasan inmate
of Balagram from June 1993 to April 2007. | completed my M.BA (marketing)
in June 2010. At present | am working as Territory sales incharge (Ist) in
Pidilite IndustriesLtd.

| have great pleasureas| am interested to speak afew words about Philip
Rambachan whom we address Pappa. In my life, he has shown me God gifted
place and apath to travel in the Journey of life. | got agood educationin my
life. If | wasat home| may not be able to study because | am the only son of
awidow, having asister who isyounger to me. Mummy wasfacing so many
problems in providing good education for us. At this time she overheard
about Balagram at Yacharam and she sought admission for methere.

From there my life has taken a good turn and blossom like a rose. At
present | am inagood position ascompared to many lessfortunate. All these
happened only because of Rambachan Pappa and his team.

PappaisaGod gifted person who isworking for usand for the Society to
render all sorts of helps to the poor and the needy by establishig various
projects and hospitals for the poor.

| am whole heartdly believe that heisthe only person in thisworld who
travelsmore and morefor thewelfare of the poor for giving them abetter life.
which even they may not expect.

| am very thankful to God firstly for sending a person like Rambachan
Pappato thisworld. Then to the Rambachan Pappa
for hisand particularly hishumanitarian and lov-
ing servicesfor the humankind in general and par-
ticularinmy lifeaswell asall the poor needy around
us.
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