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Thought for the week.
A single sins however apparently _
in some obscure corner of our consciousness,
a sin which wedo not intend tol reno%?ce-zs Ignough to
render real prayer impracticable--:-:-: we be e
that our rhoral health requires the abandonment of s}?mu
pleasure which yet we do not intend to abandon, here
is cause enough for the loss of all spiritual power-

triflings  however

aware

F. P. Cobbe.
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| HAVE LEARNED THE SECRET

By T PemlI Vezghese)
: I

In summary the elements that
Paul would like the Philippians to
have in their attitude towards pro-
sperity are three: First, truly ack-
nowledge from your heart that every
good and perfect gift is from God.
Second, put this acknowledgement
to the test by sharing it with those
who have need- Third, do it not
from a sense of duty, but with a
genuine joy in the privilege to
share.

But prosperity is not always

the lot of man.not even of the
Christian. He is not immune from

R0 MosuMlay allimlg i
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adversity and want. In India there
are many Who live on S 6. 00 a
month- In Korea, there aie hund-
redsoi Christians who have no home
no food, no protection ‘against the:
cold = But they are among the
world’s most joyous Christians,
They have found the secret of fac—
ing want and adversity: Paul him-
self had discovered this secret.

But there are millions of people
who are better off than the Korean
Christians or the Apostle Paul from
an economic standpoint, but are
miserable and frustrated. [n fact
the general reaction of man to
adversity is a perversion of what it
ought to be

The first and most common
response to adversity is that of
rebellion and bitterness. What have
I done, asks the sufferer, to merit
all this? I have myself asked this
question in times of eXtreme and
prolonged suffering Or again, you
might become so bitter against the
kind of injustice and inequality that
you see in life, that you deny the
very existence of God. You can,
like the communists,« step i
a program of;hatred and destruction,
in order to eradicate the evil as
personified in certain institutions of
society. Or you can put all of ig
into some sort of a scapegoat like
the Jewish people, and exterminate
them, as Hitler songht to do. Or
again we can blame' it all on the
Fascists or thes Communists and
seek to annihilate them. Of you
can wreak your Venfleance op society
by becoming a criminal.
5 {113) It i the Apostle’s lot to
be subject to'a great deal of suffer-
ing which could not be atiributed %
to his own fault He cguld have |
blamed: some group_ for  the
problems of the world  and gone
about running them daown, I Fact
that-_13 “'r'h'it he did for many vears
of his life He thought the Christ-
1aBs Were responsible for the probi-
ems in the Jewish religion, aud 80
he went, aboiit persecuting them:
But when he received theinsight of
faith, he realized that the very g ";\*" "

erings of Qhrist were the GEICTEaE VS M
agengy for the world He B3
lon;@'y blamed anyone else. ele-
Romans appéged him- Jﬂdmgn? weh
el hin and Wi gut the cbt

. B n pres:
opposed im‘} ut he went on pres,
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_ gpirit of resignation; but
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aching a positive messageé and sub-
jecting himself to the torments and
taunts that his enemics imposed
on him. He realized that the
sufferings of this age are the raw
material out of which mature Chr-
istian Character is built up- This
is the tremendousinsight of the Cross:
This is the first secret to be learned
in facing want and suffering: As he
says in his letter to the Roman
Church: *‘More than that, we re-
joice in our sufferings, knowing
that suffering produces endurance
and endurance produces charact;r.’

A second very common attit-
ude towards suffering and injustice
is one of fatalist resignation: Chrit-
ians are often guilty of this, Itis
part of our inheritance from the
Stoic tradition. Seneca and Epict-
etus taught that the real man is
the one who can so detach himself
from the suffering and sorrow of
the world, that he is completely
anmoved by it, The masses of
India and China have a similar at-
tsitude towards life. Their poverty
they take to be the result of some
heavenly decree over which they
have 1O control: The hindu would
even attribute it to his own mis-
deeds in some past stage of eXist-
ence, an inviolable law of action and
reaction which he cannot resist. We

. hear many,a Christian say in what
45 a mockery of the genuine Christ-
jan att_itude:t’: This is my cross,

i1l beag it
d wﬁ}f‘,nﬁf‘lﬁmere detachment is not
the Christian “attitude towards want
and sufferig. The Apostle Paul
could have given ‘up his preaching
the moment he j:v_as'thrown into
that Jail at Philippis He could
have borne it in stmc'-gndu'rancg.
PBut he was really exultiog in ?tia
cuffering:  He prayed, not _1?;’: thz

Pt of oy, & 0V that sp_re_ad to :t[];e

other prisoners and the jdilesqtie
could have found many efouses

Lo e, T fO

indulge in 4 peculiar  type , of
ratiopalisation  common  to many

Christians, He could bave thought

¢What is the use ofcgy going |
through  all this? Nob 1y seenls
to appreciate whatl am doings Wh

i
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God Himself seems to putobst-
acles in my way. Perhaps it is
His will that I guit"

The Apostle Paul was neither
rebellious nor resigned about su-
ffering: His attitude was one of
acknowledging 'suffering as from
the hand of God, the stuff out of
which  mature Christian Character
is built up. Instead of beirg a
passive recipient of suffering, he
set himself to work on the positive
side, on the side of that one
creative force for good, the Gospel
of Jesus which is the power of
God unto Balvation.

But there was a third element
in the life of the Apostle which
is crucial to this secret of facing
poverty and suffering- This is the
conviction that ‘I can doall things
through him who strengtheneth
me''- The consciousness that in
Christ one is secure and safe from
all the vicissitudes of this life is
the source of the courageofis Chr-
istian ' testimony. This is tie tap-
root of Christian joy- This was
the factor which empowered our
early fathers to lay down their
lives for Christ’s sake: When they
were threatened with being burned
alive or sawn asunder, cast to the
wild apimals or stoned to death,
it was this awareness that death
had no power over them because
they belonged to the Liord of Life,
that sent a glow into their faces and
caused the conversion of the beh-
olders. It is this trinmphant creative
transmutation of suffering not only
into the stuff for wupbuilding of
characters but also into a radiant
and transcendent joy that was the
greatest vindication of the power
of the Gospel.

What tremendous ' boast this
isl T can do all things---=Many
have said it before: Nebuchedne-
zzar and Napolean, XerXes and
Alexander, Hitler and Peron all
have made similar  boasts.
We have seen the outcome of these
boasts Their empires,have all come
to nothing, or will scon dosor But
listen to this jailbird; hungry, weak,
emaciated, persecuted, writing to
the Philippians, ,I can do al

v, Mthings...-+; but of course he does
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not stop there: He adds: “‘Through:

him that strengtheneth me.'* That
is _the secret of Christian joy-
hetther_ the guilt of the past, the
complexity of the present, northe
anxiety of the future holds any
more threats for him who belongs
to Jesus Christ- He is the one who
has been declared to bethe Son
of God with power- He is the One
into whose household we have been
adopted as children-

) This then, is the secret of
facing want are suffering. Acknow
ledge suflering as a  gitt of God
and uselt to build mature chara-
cter; get ‘o work onthe side of the
posﬂw;g »spel to eradicate suffering
and sin vhich causes suffering-
And ther in the triumph of faith
transcend the vicissitudes of lift;
and become master of circumstances
bg your strong faith in Jesus Christ-
No room for rebellion, no place
for passive resignation, no occasion’
i_‘or self-pi{y, but the Christian life
is to be joy unspeakablefThis is
the testimony that can convince
the world of the potency of God's
gospel.

I have learned, in whatever
state I am to be therewith content.
I know how to be abased, and I know
h_aw to abound; in any and all
circumstances I have learned the
secret of facing plenty and hungers
abundjance and want- I can do
all_l_hmgs in him who strengthens
me—And my God will supply
every. need of yours according to
his' riches in glory in Christ J esus-
) T}ns_ is the secret of Paul's
joy: This is the secret of the five
hundred Korean Pastors who when
they were marched off to the firing
squad by the occupying Ncrtcl’"
Kor_can j(‘roops. were able to rr:;
singing, Onward Christian soldiers
marching as to war, the Cross o
Jesus g}oing on before*'.

Plenty is from Him. ;
is from Him. Butin ChrisP;c;\serlt}fe
iecret of facmlg plenty and poverty-

MY God will supply every peed
of yours in according to the glor-
ipus riches of Christ fesus. To our
God and Father be glory forever
and ever.
Amen"'.
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